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THE AMBASSADORS

Quintessential (and tasty) examples of the eight types of good tequila
{ By DAVID WONDRICH ]

AFEWWEEKS AGO, we took an hour and a half out of a busy Wednesday to sit at a table covered with
little stemmed glasses of tequila. Our entirely altruistic purpose: to identify perfect examples of
each of the eight types of quality—that is, 100 percent agave—tequila. It comes in four official aging
categories, which you'll find on the label: blanco, reposado, afiejo, and the relatively new extra afie-
jo. And two unofficial styles: highland and lowland (which you won't find on the label). The first,
made from agaves grown in the volcanic uplands in the part of Mexico the stuff hails from, tends to
be brighter, more acidic, with notes of olive brine and green pepper. The second, from the plateau
around Guadalajara, is generally fruitier, with a whiff of tropical funk. Here, then, are eight bench-
mark tequilas. What? There are ten? Okay, so we had a hard time narrowing them down.
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ARETTEBLANCO SUAVE
Fruity and florak; $50.
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ELTESORO PLATINUM
Sharp and lively and intense; $38
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Knife-edged balance between lovely oaky
richness and wild agave funk; $60.

HERRADURA
Mellow but not without a little bite: $50
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la biended in). Like incense—really good incense; $250. Layers of vanilla and upfront spice easing
into a mellow finish; $250
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The True Spirit of Tequila
www.partidatequila.com
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